July 2017 Newsletter
A Note from Our Principal,
Thank you so much to all of the parents who attended our Father’s Day celebrations last month.  It was wonderful to get to see all of you and recognize all that you do for your children each day.  We also want to thank you for helping the teachers out by bringing some of the supplies they have needed in order to help make a wonderful summer. There are so many fun activities going on here during the month of July as we officially kick off summer and we can’t wait to share them with your children.  
Thank you again for your time and support.  We are looking forward to spending an amazing summer with your children!
Sincerely,
Lauren Young
Summer Safety
Many of the special events and activities we have planned for this summer are outdoors.  Whether it’s a nature walk or a splash day, sunscreen is needed to ensure that everyone has a good time.  If you’ve not already done so, please put a labeled container of sunscreen in your child’s cubby.  
Splash Day
We will have Splash Day once a month for our preschool aged students.  On these days they will need to bring with them a swimsuit, a shirt that can get wet, water shoes, a towel, and swim diaper if applicable.  Each year our students look forward to these special days and we can’t wait to share the fun photos with you through Links 2 Home!
School-Age Field Trips and Events
Links 2 Home is just one of the ways to keep on track with field trip times and requirements. Please ensure that you are signing the field trip permission slips prior to your child’s field trip. Permission slips are located outside of the school age classroom door. This will ensure that they are allowed to participate in all of our off-site trips. 
Reenrollment for the 2017-18 School Year
There is still time to enroll for the 2017-2018 School Year if you’ve not already done so. Registration fees will automatically be billed out on July 17, 2017.  Please let us know if you have questions.



Important Dates
7/4 Independence Day- SCHOOL CLOSED
7/19 School Age OPTIONAL Field Trip-Astro’s Game
7/21 Preschool Splash Day


https://www.gse.harvard.edu/news/uk/16/03/raising-strong-readers 

Automatic Payment Program
This payment option allows you to have your monthly tuition automatically pulled from your personal account. Convenient! No checks! No late fees! If you are interested in this payment option, please inquire at the front desk.

[bookmark: _GoBack]From the Nobel Learning Education Department
Nobel Learning’s Teacher of the Year Explains Importance of STEM in Preschool
[image: ]At Nobel Learning Communities Inc., we believe that STEM education is critical in the preschool years. Our dedicated teachers create lesson plans that feature hands-on STEM activities in all aspects of the classroom. For example, while learning to tell time, students explore technologies such as sundials, analog clocks and digital clocks. We recently sat down with Kirsten Benavides, Nobel Learning Communities’ Preschool Teacher of the Year. Kirsten, a Pre-K 2 teacher at our Chesterbrook Academy school in Ashburn, Virginia, was recognized for consistently finding new, innovative ways to keep students engaged in learning. She answered some frequently asked questions about STEM, and provided a few simple activities that you and your child can do at home.

1. Why is STEM important in early childhood education, and at what age is it introduced?
STEM helps build the foundation students need for a lifetime of learning. It encourages collaboration, problem solving, decision making, creativity and innovation. We introduce STEM through sensory exploration beginning in our infant classrooms. Children are active learners who are curious as soon as they enter the world, so it’s never too early to start STEM education.

2. STEM is a term used frequently in K12 grades, but what does STEM look like in a preschool classroom?
STEM in preschool is similar to what you’ll see in K12, but at a much more basic level. In early childhood education, STEM is practiced most frequently in the form of investigation. Students explore, ask questions, make predictions, and chart their results. To help facilitate these investigations, we integrate literary works and provide students with a variety of age-appropriate tools, including journals, binoculars, toy shovels, microscopes, K’NEX, dice, specimen jars and more.

3. Are parents surprised to learn that STEM education begins in preschool, or have they come to expect it?
New parents are usually pleasantly surprised when they learn that we introduce STEM education with our little ones, but they are intrigued and want to know more. Parents who have been with us for a few years have seen the benefits of STEM on their children’s academic, social and emotional development.

4. How do you guide critical thinking and hypothesizing with preschoolers?
Learning about an unfamiliar concept is difficult for young children, so I like using everyday objects to help make new ideas easier to understand. For example, to learn about the concept of cause and effect, we take ice cubes outside and watch them melt in the sunshine. I ask questions to encourage exploration and to guide critical thinking, such as “What do you think will happen when we put the ice cube in the sun?”, “How long do you think it will take for the ice cube to melt?” and “Why do you think the ice cube melted?”

5. What are some of your students’ favorite STEM activities?
I transform my classroom into a place called a “Space of Wonder,” by imagining that the door to the classroom is the door to a magical learning environment. When students enter, they are introduced to an exploratory universe of visual stimulation. To create a planetarium, I cover the walls with black paper and draw stars and planets with chalk. I even create a 3D astronaut, so the students could label the parts of a spacesuit.

Nature walks are another favorite activity that cultivate a deeper connection to the earth and foster academic, physical, and social skills. The children love finding and exploring objects such as leaves, pine cones and flowers. They collect data, draw the items in their journals, and use inventive spelling to describe their findings.

In October, my students become little detectives as they solve Halloween mysteries. They predict and test the buoyancy of objects at the water table, draw and label parts of a pumpkin, and brainstorm the jack-o-lantern face that they want to carve.

6. What are some STEM activities that parents can do with their children at home?
Read Rapunzel with your child and ask, “How would you help Rapunzel get out of the tower?” Using tape and paper towel rolls, encourage her to create a contraption that Rapunzel could use to escape. Tailor this activity to your child’s interests. The possibilities are endless!

Encourage your child to create patterns using common household items (i.e. colored pasta, cereal, fruit). When she is finished, copy her pattern. Take turns making and replicating different patterns.

Take a walk with your child and have her gather leaves and flowers. When you get home, ask her to organize the items into categories. Then, ask your child to compare the two groups. If age-appropriate, listen for words such as more than, less than or equal to.
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